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PSALM xxi. Ver. 1, 2, z. 


The King ſhall joy in thy Strength, O Logo, 
and m thy Salvation how greatly ſhall He 
rejoyce ? 

Thou haſt grven Him his Heart's Deſire, and 
haſt not withholden the Requeſt of his Lips. 


For thou preventeſt Him with the Bleſſings 
of Goodneſs; and ſetteſt a Crown of pure 
Gold on his Head. 


ea >} 
* 


o' We cannot certainly tell either at 
ehr Time, or upon what Occaſion , 
Holy David compoſed this P/alm ; 
Whether He indited it as a Form of 
giving to God for ſome par- 
ticular Victory which He had obtained over his Ene- 
mies; Or whether He deſigned it to be a General 
Commemoration of the Dangers He had run, and the 
Oppoſitions He had met with, before He became 
peaceably eſtabliſhed in the Throne, to which it had 
leas'd God to call Him, and of his Deliverance from 
hem all : This is evident, (and it is all that We 
can with any Aſſurance ſay of it;) that We have here 
a ſolemn Hwa of Praiſe and Glory to God, for 
bringing that Holy Prophet to be King over his Peo- 
dle; and for ſupporting his Authority againſt all the 
ower, and Malice, of his Enemies. | 
Many were the Difficulties which that Good 
Prince had to ſtruggle with, and imminent his Dan- 
gers, before He came to the Crown; nor were his 
Troubles for ſome time any leſs afterwards. He mer 
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Pſal. xxi. 
Ver. 7. 


Ver. 8. 


er. 9. 


Jer. IO. 


Fer. 13. 


with Unreaſonable Oppoſitions at home, and en- 
counter'd with formidable Enemies abroad. The Son 
of Saul, tho' rejected by God, and forſook by the 
Men of Fudah, had yet great Numbers out of all the 
other Tribes to ſtand by Him, and ſupport his Pre- 
tenſions to the Government. And thoſe Enemies 
of God, no leſs than of David, the Philiſtines , 
the Moabites, the Syrians, and the Ammonztes , 
ceaſed not to purſue Him; and to do, what in them 
lay, utterly to deſtroy Him. But God, who by his 
own peculiar Deſignation had called Him to the 
Throne, no leſs wonderfully ſupported Him in it a- 
gainſt all his Oppoſers: And inſpired him in this 
'P/alm, not only probably to conjecture from what 
He had already done for Him, that He would ſtill 
continue to defend Him againſt all his Enemies ; 
but with a full Aſſurance to Hate it: For the King 
truſteth in the Lord, and through the Mercy of the 


moſt High He ſhall not be moved. . Thine Hand 
ſhall find out all thine Enemies, thy Right-hand 
hall find out thoſe that hate thee. Thou ſhalt make 


them as a fiery Oven iu the time of thine Anger : 
The Loxp ſhall ſwallow them up in his Wrath, 
and the Fire ſhall devour them. Their Fruit ſhalt 
thou deſtroy from the Earth; and their Seed from 


among the Children of Men. For This the Royal 


Pſalmiſt again bleſſes God in the Concluſion of this 
Pſalm, as He had before done, at the Beginning of 
it, for the Other: And to complete his Thank/- 
giving. He directs the Congregation to celebrate, as 


well the future Felicity, as the paſt Proſperity, of 


the King whom God had given them: Be thou ex- 


alted, Lorp, in thine own Strength; ſo will Me 


Sing and Praiſe thy Power, 
Now this being the plain Scope and Subject of 
| this 
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on the Day of his INaucuraTION. 


this Pſalm, I ſhall not need to enquire whether it 
was conſtantly made uſe of in the Tabernacle, upon 
the annual Return of Ring David's Inauguration ; 
or whether it was appointed to be ſung upon any 
ſolemn Occaſion, when ever the People were called 
to commemorate the Bleſſings which they enjoyed 
under his Goyernment, and to pray to God for the 
Continuance of them. Ir is enough that taking the 
Words: of the Text as they ſtand: with relation to 
the reſt of the Palm, they point out to us the two 
great Parts of that Service, which we are called, this 
Day, to perform: Namely; 


I. The Thankſgiving 'We owe to God, for bring- 


ing our King to the Imperial Crown of this 
r bingo nc 11 

II. The Yows We ought to make to God on his 
Behalf; and the Methods We our Selves ſhould 


take, for the Contenuance of God's Protection 


over Him That He, who has thus graciouſly 
brought our Royal Sovereigu to the Crown , 
may allo mercifully vouchſafe ro bleſs Him 
(as He did Holy David) in a long, and nappy 
Enjoyment of it; and defend him agai 

the Power, and Malice, both of His, and 
Our, Enemies. | 


Iꝝxsx are the two Points, which both the P/alm 
directs, and the Solemnity of this Day requires me 
to ſpeak to: And which therefore, omitting all far- 
ther regard to them as they concern the Jeuuiſh 
Nation, I ſhall now purſue with relation to Our 
Jelves ; and that Intereſt which We of this King- 
dom, at this time, have in Them. 


And x/t, Let us conſider the Thaulſgiving We 

ce to God, for bringing His Sacred Majeſty 

do the Imperial Crown of this Realm. ; 
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Ir has ever been accounted by all Nations a ſin- 
lar Mark of the divine Favour towards Them, to 
ave a Wiſe, a Juſt, and a Merciful Prince, to 
Rule over Them. The Neceſſities of Society call 
for ſome Government to ſecure the Peace and Tran- 

uillity of it. Even a bad Prince is thus far a Bleſ- 

ing, that He is better than None at all. But where 
a People are ſettled under a moderate and well-tem. 
pered Conſtitution : Are ruled by Laws of their Own 
chuſing ; And thoſe Laws are adapted to the Reli- 
gion, the Manners, and Diſpoſitions of Thoſe who 
are to be governed by them; to their Wants, and 
Intereſts at home; and to their Commerce, and Allian- 
ces, abroad: To have a ſteddy, conſtant, and pru- 
dent Prince, to maintain the Authority of thoſe 
Laws; and keep all things in Peace, and Order, by 
a due Adminiſtration of Juſtice according to them ; 


muſt needs be a 1 Felicity to every ſuch Peo- 


Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. 


ple, and which ought upon all Occaſions to be grate- 


fully acknowledged to God, the Donor of it. 

Tur Infpir'd Writers warrant us to ſay of Kings, 
Thar They are Gods: And We may thus far, with- 
out Flattery, aſcribe that Character to Them. that 
they do not only derzve their Power from God, 
bur ought to exerciſe it after the ſame manner; and, 
if they are truly Good, will direct it to the ſame 
Ends, that Cod does His. It is the Glory of God, 
and the Happineſs of Mankind, that His Providence 
ruleth over all: That He ſets Bounds to the exorbi- 


tant Wills, and Pride of Tyrants: That He ſupports 


our Perſons, defends our Goods, and preferves our 
Credit, againſt thoſe who would otherwiſe oppreſs 
Us in any, or all, of theſe. And the ſame ſhould be 
the Care, and Endeavour, of every Prince, under 
God; and as his Vicegerent, within his own Domi- 

| NIONS x. 


on the Day of his IxaueuRATIOx. 
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niomsz that Portion of the World which God es 


committed to his Government, His Eyes ſhould be 


in all the Parts of the Land, to do „and to 
ſee that every one ſecurely enjoys his Own, with- 


, of 


out encroaching upon the Rights, or Property 
Another. He ſhould employ his Authority to main- 
tain Peace; to prevent, or to fuppreſs, Factions and 
Diviſions; and ſeverely to ptniſh the Authors, and 
Abettors, of them. He ſhould encourage Piery, 
and Religion; and ſhould diſcountenance and cor- 
rect all Vice and Immorality; Schiſm, Hereſy, 
and Profuneneſs; as not only diſhonourable to God. 
but dangerous to the Common- wealth. He ſhould 
conſider how the Strength, the Riches, the Com- 
merce, and Intereſt of his People, may beſt be pro- 
moted; and take ſuch Meafures as may be molt like- 
by to eſtabliſh, or encreaſe, their General Good and 

elfare in All theſe. This Every Prince ſhould 
do; and every Good Prince will endeayour, as much 
as in Him lies, to do. And as hereby He will be 
like unto God, a kind of Guardian Angel to all his 


Subjects; fo it is eaſie to apprehend what a Bleſſing: 


ſuch a Prince muſt needs be to any People: And 
what good Reaſon Every Realm, which enjoys 
ſuch a Bleſſing, muſt have, with all Thankfulnels, 
to praiſe God for it; as We therefore of This Realm 
very fitly do this Day. | | 
Burt there is more than this to warrant the pre- 
ſent Solemnity: For, 24/y, It pteaſed God, as on 
this Day, not only to give us a Wiſe, Prudent , 
and Powerful K, to fucceed in the Place of our 
late Moft Gracious Queen ; to ſit upon Her Throne, 
and to continue the ſame Royal Care, and Provi- 
dence, over Us; but to-eſtabliſh Him peaceabl 
on it in a time of Danger, and Difficulty: 4 
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both the Intereſts, and Affections of Men, were ſo 
much divided at home; and We had but too many 
Enemies watching for our Deſtruction abroad: When, 
by Conſequence, the leaſt Commotion might have 
been dangerous, if not fatal, to Us; and have prepa- 
red the Way for ſucha Revolution, as would have ut- 
terly ſubverted both our Liberties and our Religion. 
Ir is true, their late Majeſties had taken ſuch 


good Care to prevent this Danger, as ſnew'd Them 


no leſs concerned to continue our Peace, and Tran- 
quillity, after their Demiſe; than vigilant to ſecure 
it while they lived. They provided not only that 
the Government ſhould proceed in its uſual Courſe, 
notwithſtanding their Deaths ; but that there ſhould 
be a ſufficient Number of proper Perſons appointed 
to continue the Exerciſe of the Regal Power; and 
that the Parliament, (our beſt, and ſureſt cx. vol 
in all our Dangers and Difficulties) ſhould immedia 

ly be aſſembled upon their Deceaſe; and ſee the 
Government quietly delivered up to, the next Le- 
gal Succeſſor. This was all that the Wiſdom of 
Man could do to ſecure the. Proteſtant Succeſſion ; 
and diſappoint the Deſigns of our Enemies to ſet it a- 
ſide. But that when it pleaſed God to remove Her 


late Majeſty from Us, our Parliament ſhould have 


been ſo newly Riſen, that it was hardly Separated : 
That by their Care and Steddineſs, every thing ſhould 
immediately fall into the right Channel, with ſuch a 
General Quice and Satisfaction, that We ſcarcely knew 
thatany C 

no Diſturbance ſhould follow in any part of the King- 
dom, nor any. Stop be put to the Publick Affairs of 
ir: This ought certaintly to be eſteemed 1 great 
Encreaſe of that Bleſſing We are now conſidering; 
and ſhould proportionably augment our Than Ei- 
ving to God for it. ff — 


re- 


ange at all had happened among Us: That 


i 
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Anp yet I muſt add till more: For, 34ly, God 
was not only pleaſed to vouchſafe Us a Great, and 
Wiſe King, to ſucceed our late Good, and Gracious 
Queen; and to bring Him with ſuch an Univerſal 
Deſire, and Expectation, of all the true Lovers of 
their Countrey, to the /mperialCrownof this Realm; 
But He has thereby given the utmoſt Strength, and 
Confirmation, to the Limitation of the Succeſſion in 
the Proteſtant Line; upon which the whole Securi- 
ty of our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, depends. 

How near We were to haye been made a Prey to 
Popiſh Tyranny; and how wonderfully We were de- 
livered from it, by a Prince, whoſe Memory muſt 
therefore eyer be moſt dear to all of Us, I ſhall nor 
need to ſay. But alas! what would it have availed 
us to have been then preſerved, if as ſoon as ever it 
| ſhould pleaſe God to take him from Us, We muſt 
have again returned to our former Bondage. Yet this 
would have been the Caſe, had not thoſe Wiſe, and 
Neceſſary, and Juſt Sertlements, been made, for 
Continuing the Seceſſion in the Proteſtant Line; 
by which We enjoyed the Happineſs of Her late Ma- 
jeſty firſt, and are now bleſſed with the preſent Royal 
Family to ſucceed Her: And do flatter our ſelves, 
that We ſhall be for ever preſerved from falling any 
more into the like Dangers. 

Ix virtue of theſe Settlements Our preſent King 


juſtly, and lawfully, reigns over Us: And that not by 


Chance, or in the ordinary Courſe of Succceſſion; 
but as the Choice, the Deſire the Joy, of a Free, a 
Willing, and Obedient, People. Now this not only 
adds a new Force and Confirmation to thoſe Laws 
upon which our publick Welfare fo much depends , 
and ſo provides for our future Safety; but makes us 
Happy, and Secure, in the * Enjoyment of a 

ro- 
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Proteſtant Prince, to ſit upon the Throne of this 
Proteſtant Kingdom. And at once both to „Fee 
Our Lelues, and to —_— the Proteſtant Intereſi 
by his Power, and Authority, in all the other Parts 
of the World. 

So that in truth then the Bleſſing we are now 
aſſembled to Commemorate, is not barely this, (tho 
that would have been ſufficient) that We live in Peace 
and Safety, under a moſt Gracious King of our Own 
Communion, but that We live at all. That We are 
not ſacrificed to Popiſh Fury, and an Arbitrary 
Power. That We yet enjoy our Reformed Religion; 
and haye the happy 8 of Aſſembling in 
this Holy Place, to offer up our Praz/es and T hank/- 
giving to God, for preſerving both Ur, and It, from 
thoſe wicked Deſigns that have ſo long been forming 

ainſt Both. This is our Bleſſing, and the Subject of 
hs preſent Solemnity : And how great a Bleſſing it is, 
a very little Reflection will ſuffice to ſnew. For Po- 


pery is, without Controverly, the greateſt Evil that 


could befall this Nation; the wo 
our Church, and Countrey. 

Ix We conſider it with reſpect to our Caurcn; I 
may venture to ſay that as the Church of England 
is of all the Reformed Churches the beſt conſtituted 
both in her Doctrine, Government, and Liturgy; 
ſo it is for that Reaſon, above any Other, the chiefeſt 
Object of the Hatred, and Malice, of the Church of 
Rome; the moſt Corrupt of any Chriſtian Church in 


Enemy both to 


the World: The Deſtruction therefore of the Church - 


of England, as it is what the Papiſt the moſt earneſt- 


ly deſires; ſo We need not doubt but that whenever 


an Opportunity ſhall be offered, He will effectually 
accompliſh it. And ſhould the Limitation of the Suc- 
ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line ever be broken, and 


a Po- 
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account it the Glory of his Reign, the moſt Merito- 
rious of all his Actions, to root out the very Memo- 
rial of this Church from off the Earth. 

Ad what then will be the reſult ? Inſtead of a pure, 
reaſonable, and Evangelical Faith, and Worſhip, the 
Monſters of Tran/#b/tantiation ; of the Pope's Supre- 
macy, the Churches Authority, and Both their Infal- 
libility; with all the other Hereſies of Pius the Vs 
Creed, mult be received by Us. Saints, and An- 

els, and even the Images of Both, Wood and Stone; 
?the Objects of Popiſh, no leſs than of the Heathen 
Idolatry) muft be Worſhipped: The Publick Fer- 
vice be again reduced to its *Unknown Tongue : The 
Maſs be reſtor'd in place of the Communion; and the 
People be deny d One half of that laſt Legacy, which 
their dying Saviour bequeathed to them. Then the 
Prieſt muſt again be made a Party to every one's 
Secrets, and our Pardon depend upon his Abſolution, 
as well as upon God's. If Men be wealthy and libe- 
ral, they may indulge their Luſts, and yet not endan- 
ger their Salvation: And what then can We expect. 

ut that Sin, which, without any ſuch Encourage- 
ment, abounds ſo much already, ſhould from thence- 
forth become Exuberant; and prevail yet more over 
All of Us, to our Preſent Shame, and our Everlaſt- 
ing Damnation. 
F Roi all theſe Corruprions, in Matters of Religion, 
and many more which I want time to enumerate, our 
Proteſtant King, and Proteſtant Eſtablifhment has 
ſet us free. Nor is our CounTREy hereby leſs adyanta- 
ged than our Cyurcn: For Popery is an Enemy to the 
One, as well as to the Other; and, ſhould it ever be 
reſtored, will equally affect the Intereſts of Both. 
Io paſs by the old Pretence which the Pope has up- 
oC B 2 on 


22 Popiſh Prince be placed upon the Throne, He would | 
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on this Realm in particular, beyond what he ſets up 
againſt any Other of thoſe which are in Communion 
with him; orrather (to ſpeak more properly) in Sub- 
jection to Him: What ſhall We ſay, in the fit place, 
to the Bloody Principles, and Savage Demeanour of 
the Church of Rome, towards all ſuch as ſhe is pleaſed 
to call Hereticks? Can We hope to eſcape Her Fury? 
Or, tho We ſhould be willing to change our Religion, 
yet that, at the beginning, when. Her Rage runs high. 
and our Civil Confuſions break in, like a Torrent, up- 
on Us; and thoſe are at once both Increaſed, and 
Enflamed, by an Army of foreign Miſſionaries; the 
Sword will make any Diſtinction; or conſider who 
may be likely to become Converts? Alas! Maſſacres, 
__ Military Executions, are not ſo deliberate: They 
cut off Friend and Enemy alike ;. and deſtroy promil- 
cuouſly both the One, and the Other. Tis true, ma- 
ny will eſcape this firſt Violence ;.and Some of theſe by 
a timely Converſion (an Apoſtacy worſe than Death, 
and the certain Earneſt of Eternal Damnation) may 
fave themſelves. But for Thoſe who ſhall haye the 
Courage to continue Conſtant in their Faith, the Fire 
and Faggot muſt be their Portion: Unleſs they can 
happily prevent it by a ſeaſonable Flight into ſome o- 
ther Land, where To Enemy has not yet the Power 
to commit the like Violence. | 

Tarr is nothing, next our Liver, that We ought 
to account more dear to Us than our Liberty; and Po- 


pery will deprive Us of That, no leſs than of the O- 
ther. For, indeed, what Freedom can the People ex- 
pect, when the Prince is but a Vaſſal: And mult not 


only ſubmit his Crown to a Foreign Authority, but 
be Himſelf a Shave to it; And that under the Pain of 
being Excommunzicated, Depoſed, or even Murder- 


ed. if He refuſes it? Vet fuch a Vaſſal every Popiſh 


Prince 
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2 


Prince is. Fhe preſent Times, and the Princes 
now reigning, of that Communion, may ſuffice to 
convince us how great the Pope's Authority is over 
Them. And if We find His Reſentments _ ſuch 
Princes, and States, as Oppoſe his Pretenſions, Ex- 
erciſed ſomewhat more cautiouſſy now, than they 
were wont to be heretofore; tis not that his Claims 
are not ſtill the ſame; but that ſince the World has 


been better informed by our Writing, and Preaching. 


againſt their Uſurpations, Princes have begun more 
ſeriouſly to conſider their own juſt Rights; and the 
Pope to fear leſt by proceeding too rigorouſly with 
them, He ſhould force yet more of them to withdraw 
their Dependence upon Him. 
Bur ſtill this Power is ſufficiently both aſſerted, 
and felt too, by Thoſe who are ſubject to it. And, as 
to what concerns Our Selves, if We may be allowed 
to infer from what it once was, what it would be a- 
gain, ſhould the Papal Authority be ever reſtored 
over this Kingdom; We ſhall not want abundant In- 
ſtances to convince Us, how intolerably Burden- 
ſome, and eyen Ruinous, it would prove to Us. 
For to take only a ſhort View of our State, as it 
ſtood before the Reformation : The beſt, and higheſt 


Promotions, both for Honour, and Riches, and Pow- 


er, in the Church, the Pope generally Reſerved to 
Himſelf; and by his Prov//cons diſpoſed of to fuch 
as He knew to be the moſt devoted to his Seryice. For 
the reſt, he expected to have his leave asked, before 


any One could be put in Poſſeſſion of Them. So that, 


unleſs the Pope pleas d, neither could the Prince No- 
minate, nor the Clergy Chuſe, nor the People Ac- 
cept of, any Biſhops, or Prelates; tho the Necel- 
ſities of the Church were never ſo urgent, and the In- 
convenience of wanting them never ſo great. And. 
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after all, their Bulls, and Faculties, were to be fetch- 
ed ſrom Rome; with much Trouble, a vaſt Expence, 
and a long Delay. For theſe, Oaths of Allegiance were 
to be taken to the Pope; and, by that Means, the 
chicfeſt Members of the Church became hzs Subject 
no leſs than the King's. And what publick Calami- 
ties this one thing alone has frequently occaſioned, 
when the Ecc/eſraſtical, and Temporal Powers, have 
chanced to claſh with one another; the Hiſtories of 

our Countrey, in thoſe Days, ſufficiently inform Us. 
CAUSES, which are now, as in all reaſon they 
ought to be, determined within the Realm, were 
fometimes called away to the Pope's Audience; but 
oftner carried by Appeals to him. To Rome We were 
torced to recur for Licences, and Diſpen ſations, al- 
molt upon every Occaſion: And by all theſe Ways, 
Money (the Help, and Convenience of every ſingle 
Perſon, but the main Strength and Support of the 

Publick) was continually drained thither. 

Rot. kal. - IT was an early Complaint of the Commons in Par- 
Oc i. Lamont, that what the Pope carried out ofthe Realm, 
Num. 13. turned to a greater Deſtruction of ir, than all the 
See Statut. King's Wars. Peter-pence, Annats, Tenths, the 
N u. Fees of Palle, Bulls, and other Faculties; were a 
ſtanding, and heavy, Tax upon the Clergy. Nor were 
the Charges of Suite, Appeals, Licences, Di ſpen ſa- 
tions, and Indulgences; any leſs upon the Lait). 
Rot. Parl. Twenty thouſand Pounds in King Edward IIl's time, 
Hog (a prodigious Sum!) was in open Parliament alledged 
dto have been an ordinary Remittance to Rome: And 
how far it increaſed afterwards, this one Inſtance in 
the time of King Henry VIII, may thew; When it 
Antiquit. was computed that the ſingle Tax of Inveſtitures for 
erin Biſbopric le alone, without any other Addition, had 
in a few Years ſpace: carried away to Italy an hun- 
dared and ſixty thouſand Pounds. Tris 
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Tris was our Caſe before the Reformation; And 
this is that which the Return of Popery would bring 
Us again to. Whether the Tenure of Charch, and Ab- 
bey Lands, be ſo well ſettled, as to put it beyond the 
Power of the Papacy to Reclaim them; after what By. Burnet's 
has been larely diſcovered concerning the Powers, . OO. 
and Proceedings of Cardinal Pool upon that Point, xii, ri Fit. 
may at leaſt deſerve to be more ſeriouſly conſidered. ), III. paz. 
To be ſure, if they be, Our Statutes of Mortmain , d, 


. . . Comp. Colle. 
muſt, in Conſideration thereof, be ſuſpended, if not to- / records. 


tally repealed, till a competent Number of Religious Lib. l. Num. i. 


Houſes ſhall be built; and either the old Lands be re- 
purchaſed, or new Ones given, to maintain Them. 
And for this, Maſſes, Prayers, Fubilees, Pardons, 
Indulgences, all the other Arts of Monkiſh Knavery, 
as well as Popiſh Superſtition, muſt be put in practice; 
to delude the People, and trick credulous Sinners both 
out of their Money, and their Souls too. 

Ir would be endleſs to purſue, tho' never ſo brief. 

105 all the Dangers, and Miſchiefs, which a new E- 

abliſhment of Popery in this Nation, would infal- 
libly bring along with it. Bleſſed be God ! who has 

hitherto preſeryed Us from ſo great, and fatal, a 

Judgment: And by ſetting His Majeſty upon the 

Throne of theſe Kingdoms, has given Us nor only a 

longer Reſpite, than We lately feared, from it ; but 

withall, juſt ground to 8 that We ſhall never more 
fall under the Tyranny of it. Which brings me to the 

Other Point I propoſed to conſider; 

THaly, Of the Vor We ought to make to God on 
the Behalf of our Royal Sovereigu; and the 
Methods We our ſelves ſhould take for the Con- 
tinuance of the Divine Protection over Him 
That He who has thus 8 brought him 
to the Crown, may alſo mercifully vouchſafe to 
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- © ſupport Him (as He did Holy David) in a 
long, and proſperous, Enjoyment of it; and 
defend Him againſt all the Power and Malice, 
both of His, and Our, Enemies.” 

I Have already ſhewn you how much our Iutere 
requires Us to Deſire this; and I heartily wiſh the 
undutiful Behaviour of many among Us did not 
prove it to be but too neceſſary for Us to think of the 
moſt effectual Methods of obtaining of it. But, in- 
deed, ſuch is either the eee or Infatuation, 
of ſome Perſons, that they ſeem even to ſeek the 
publick Ruin. They enyy Us the Peace and Secu- 


rity We enjoy under the preſent Goyernment : And 


can hardly forbear openly to call for a Change, the 
very Thoughts of which may ſuffice at once both to 
aſtoniſh, and to inflame, every true Lover of his 
Countrey, with a Generous Zeal to uſe his utmoſt 
Endeavours for the Prevention of it. And certainly 
then, We cannot but account it highly reaſonable for 
Us, in the fr? Place, to put up our moſt ardent 
Prayers to Almighty God for the Preſervation of our 
King, in the like manner, and with the fame duti- 
ful Affection, that the Fews in this P/a/m were both 
directed, and aſſiſted, to offer up their Vous on the 
Behalf of Theirs: (O] may We do it with the ſame 
good Succels;) That God would prolong his Life, 
and increaſe his Renown ; and make his Happineſs 
ſo remarkable as to become Proverbial : That when 
any One would with the utmoſt Proſperity to any 


Prince, it might be enough to with Him as happy 


a Reign, as that of Our King. To this end; That 
his Hand may find out all his Enemies, and his 
Right-hand find out thoſe that hate him. That He 
may deſtroy them as ſpeedily, and as compleatly too, 
as a fiery Oven does the Fewel that is caſt into 1 ; 

| : * 
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Zea that God Himſelf would ſwallow them up in 
his Wrath, and like Fire devour them. That as 
They intended Evil againſt Him, and imagined a -—: 
miſchievous Device which they were not able to 
perform ; ſo they may pay dear for their Treachery ; 
and turn their Backs in a Shameful Flight, whey tt — 
ſhall make ready his Arrows againſt the Face of 
them. | | 

Tnus were the Jews directed by the Holy Spirit 
in this P/a/m with a full Aſſurance to Pray for, if 
not to Prophecy of, the Felicity of their King. O! 
let us All, in like manner, Pray for Ours ; and then 
We may hope that We ſhall allo do it with the fame 
Succels : And that, (to uſe here again the Yoras of 
the Royal Pſalmiſt;) God will gird him with Pi xvii. 39. 
Strength unto the Battel; and throw down his Ene- 
mies under Him. He will make them lo turn their 
Backs upon Him; ſo that he ſhall deſtroy them that 
hate Him. They ſhall cry, but there ſhall be none — t 
to ſave them: Tea even unto the Lord ſhall they 
cry, but He ſhall not hear them. He ſhall beat — +. 
them as ſmall as the Duſt before the Wind; He ſhall 
caſt them out as the Dirt iu the Streets. | 

Bur eſpecially, if to our hearty Prayers to God 
for our Fine, We ſhall add, Secondly, our Own con- 
ſtant Endeavonrs to ſupport his Crown and Digui- 
; and purſue ſuch Methods as will be the moſt 
likely to ſtrengthen his Hands, and to defend his 
Authority, againſt all the malicious Attempts both 
of His, and Our Enemzes. 

Ano (Firſt) Since our Security, after all that We 
can do to Eſtabliſh ir, will depend entircly upon 
God's Fayour and Bleſſing, againſt whom no Strength 
nor Counſel can prevail; If We would engage his 


Special Protection over our King, our Church, and 
— our 
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our Couutrey; We muſt, in the firſt place, take care 
to qualific our ſelves for it by a true Repentance of 
all our Ss, and a hearty Concern for his Honour 
and Service. Our Religion is Pure and Holy: We 
have the beſt Principles, both of Faith and Mo- 
rals, of any Chriſtian Church in the World. And 
in this reſpect, We far exceed our Enemies, who 
have not only the worſt Principles in Both theſe, 
but take the moſt Uncharitable and Unchriſtian Me- 
thods, of Propagating their Religion; and force Men, 
in Outward Shew, to Conformto it, tho' they know 
at the ſame time, that they Are not, Can not, be 
convinced of the Truth of it. O] let us adorn our 


Holy Profeſſion by a Peaceable, Pious, and Un- 


blameable Converſation. If We cannot make Men 
truly, and ſincerely Good; let us, at leaſt, take care 


that they be not Openly, and Scandalouſly, Wicked. 


Let us employ thoſe Means which the Laws of the 


Land, as well as the Commands of God, furniſh us 


withal, to put ſome Stop to that Spirit of Profaneſs, 


and Irreligion, which is gone out among Us: And 


not let that be Ours, which was once the Con- 
demnation of the Few:ſh and Gentile World; that 


Light is come into the World, and Men love Dark- 


neſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are 
evil. But white W, have the Light, (the pure 
and undefiled Doctrine of Chriſt openly profeſſed, 
and taught, among Us) let us —_ as becomes the 
Children of Light. This, if We do, We may then 
juſtly hope that our Religion ſhall be our Security: 
And that God will not give up the beſt part of his 
Church, to be overthrown by thoſe, who would 
introduce the worſt, and moſt corrupt Chriſtianity, 
iato the place of it. | 
Next to our Pzety towards God, as nothing 10 
77 2 c 
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be more likely to ſecure the publick Peace and Wel- 


fare, ſo neither ſhould We be more careful of any 
thing (Secondly) than to Exerciſe Our ſelves in a 
conſtant, and conſcientious, Obedience to the King 
whom He has ſet over Us. This our Duty requires, 
and 1 need not ſay that our Intereſt engages us ſo to 
do: It being certain that His Majzeſly can have no 


Enemies, but what muſt be Our too; Nor can any 


Attempt, or Imagine, any Evil againſt his Per/or, 
Crown, or Dignity ; but with a Deſign to bring the 
moſt fatal Deſtruction upon the whole Kingdom. 
Let us therefore, as we are both in Duty, and Inte- 
reſt, obliged, reſolve faithfully to ſerve, honour, and 
humbly The Him, To defend his Right, to main- 
tain his Authority, and to do our part to render his 
Government a publick Bleſſing to all his People. 
But eſpecially Let Us of the Eflabliſpb'd Church, be 
more than ordinary careful to expreſs the moſt affe- 
Ctionate Duty to a Prince who not only does us the 
Honour to join in the fame Communzroz with Us, 
but has already begun to extend ſuch a large Share 
of his Royal Favour, and Beneficence, towards Us. 

Ir has been the diſtinguiſhing Mark of the Charth 
of England, and by ſome accounted one of the 
Highett, and moſt Eminent, parts of Her Character, 
that ſhe teaches the ſricteſt Meaſures of Obedience 
to the Higher Powers; and condemns all manner 
vf Reſiſtance, as Rebellious, and Unlawful : In- 
ſomuch that it may be queſtioned, whether Some of 
her Communion have not run a little too far in their 
Principles of Loyalty ; and carried them to a de- 
gree not altogether reconcileable with the Publick 
Safety. But ſure then I may beg Leave to ſay, that 
if ſuch be Our Principles, We ought the rather to 
ſee that We act agreeably thereunto: And by our 
char C 5 quiet, 


- = — * * . * 
ny TS 1 — Li? "x * * he 1220808 Q OY "_— — 
2 w 
£ = 4 : pe 1 


A Sermm preacÞd Nene ue KING 


quiet, peaceable, and orderly Submiſſion to his Ma- 
jeſty, and his Government, convince our very Ene- 
mies, that We are indeed as Good Subjects as We 
retend, and as our Principles require Us to. be. 
his will not only raiſe the Credit of our Church, 
but will withal promote the publick Good, and 
Tranquillity, of our Countrey. And We may then 
juſtly boaſt of our Loyalty, when, with the Old A. 
pologiſt, We can truly lay, that in all the Diſtur- 
bances which have broke out among us, None of 
the Chureh of England have been any way con- 
cerned. It has been Our Buſineſs to Supprels thoſe 
Tumults which Others have Raiſed; not to Aſſiſt, 
Tertul.Ap0- or Encourage them. 'Unde Caſſie, & Nigri, & Al. 
0% erp ent ini? Let Enquiry be made who they are that have 
diſturbed the Peace of their Countrey : 'That have 
raiſed theſe late Ferments, and Seditions, among us, 
as much without Cauſe, as againſt their Duty. Oh! 
that I could anſwer as that Mriter did, De Roma- 
ts, ni fallor, id eſt, de non Chriſtianis, That they 
were Engliſhmen, perhaps, but not of the Church 
of England. In the mean time, God be praiſed, 
this I may affirm, that our Church neither teaches 
any ſeditious DoQtrines, nor allows of any Enter- 
prizes contrary to the Peace, and Authority of our 
Governours. The beſt, and greateſt of its Mem- 
bers, both for Number and Quality, live ſo as their 
Duty requires, and their Religion preſcribes; and 
openly declare their Abhorrence of Thoſe who do 1 
Otherwiſe. And we hope a little time will con- | 
vince the moſt Unruly, of the Danger, if not of 
the Wickednels, of their Diſobedience: And make 
them agree with Us in the ſame dutiful Subjection 
to his Majeſty which Our Church teaches; and 
Obey Him for //rath, if, after all their high Pre- 
wm 5 | tenſions, 
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tenſions, They will not do it (as they ought) for 
Conſcience ſake. 

To our Piety towards God, and Loyalty to our 
King, Let Us, (Thirdly) as becomes our Holy Re- 
ligion, and the Name by which We are called, add 
our Brotherly Love, and Charity, towards One 
Another. Let us live in peace, and not continue 
any longer thoſe fatal Diviſions which haye ſo often 
expoſed Us both to the Danger, and Reproach, of 
our. Common Enemies. To this end, let us lay a- 
ſide all ſuch Names, and Marks of Diſtinction, as 
miniſter only to Strife and Contention: Or, if any 
muſt remain, let it be that alone which our Great 
Deliverer recommended to Us in his laſt, and al- 
moſt Dying Speech, to his Parhament ; of T hoſe The Kine's 
who are for the ProTEsTaxXT RELiGI0N, and the tees, 
PRESENT ESTABLISHMENT ; and thoſe who mean a 
Poris PRINCE, and a4 FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

Ir was our Saviour's Obſervation, and may do- 
ſerve to be conſidered by us no leſs for the Seaſon- if 
ableneſs, than for the Authority of it, That 214 Mat. xii. 25, % 
dom divided againſt its ſelf is brought to De ſola- | 
tion. And tho' it has pleaſed God hitherto won- 
derfully to preſerve Us, notwithſtanding all Our un- 
happy Diviſions ; yet We mult not expect to be al- 
ways ſaved by Miracles: But ihould fear, leſt if 
We ſhall ſtill continue to Bite and Devour One Gl v. i; 
Another, We be, in the end, Conſumed One of Au- | 
. Wo... | 7 = 
$ War may be the Iſſue of that Deſperate At- | 
tempt which our Enemies are now again making up- 4 
on Us, We can None of Us tell. We hope (and py 
God be praiſed, We have good reaſon do hope) that f 
it ſhall turn, as it deſerves, to their Own Contu- 
ſion. But this I will be bold to ſay, that they would 
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never have dared to venture upon ſuch an Enter- 
prize, had not our Factions, and Contentions a- 
mong our ſelves, Encouraged Them to it: And 
prompted them to believe that our Quarrels might 
poſſibly give Succels to their Endeavours; and ren- 
der Us a Prey even to a Contemptible Adverſary. 
Ir ſhould therefore be our Wiſdom, as it is our 
Duty, to conſider in this our Day the things that 


make for our our peace: And in order thereunto, 


We ſhould not only labour to eſtabliſh ſuch a happy 
"Unity among our ſelves at -Home; but (Fourth) 
as becomes a People profeſſing its ſelf the Head of 
the Proteſtant Birr, and that is indeed of all O- 
thers the moſt worthy ſo to be; We ſhould en- 
deayour, yet farther, to Unite all the Reformed 
Churches, and States Abroad, in the ſtricteſt bonds 
of Love, and Peace (Oh! that I might add, and of 
Church-Communion too) both among Themſelves, 
and with Us; as our ſureſt Defence againſt our 
Common Enemies. 
Ws are all of Us but too ſenſible of the bitter 
Perſecutions which have within theſe few Years 
laſt paſt been raiſed againſt Thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion, in foreign Parts. What Cruelties They 
have undergone; what Loſſes they have ſuſtained ; 
and how much very many of them ſtill continue to 
ſuffer for their Faith's fake. And We cannot doubt 


but that our reſtleſs Adverſarzes are ſtill at work; 


and would be glad, if it were poſſible, to deſtroy 
the very Name of Proteſtaut from off the Face of 
the Earth. | 

How near They were to have brought Us of 
this Nation under the fame Bondage, I ſhall not 


need to ſay. The Thing is {till freſh in your Me- 


mories. Neyer was more done, in ſo ſhort a time 
towards 
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towards the Subverſion of our Conſtitution both in 

Church, and Jtate. It was the Maxim of Him 

who then Reigned, that He muſt take large Steps; 

and ſo he did. Our Army, our Courts of Juſtice, our 

Privy Council, our Univerſities, our Schools, were 

all begun to be filled with Thoſe of the Popiſh Re- 

ligion; and our Laws, and Teſts, were arbitrarily 

Diſpenſed with, for the doing of it. Nuncio' were 

diſpatched from Rome hither, and Ambaſſadors ſent 

from hence to Rome. The Brſhops and Prieſts of 

that Communion, were appointed to go openly 

throughout the Kingdom, to Confirm their Ow 
Party, and to Corrupt - thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed 

Church. To intimidate Our Biſhops, and Clergy, j! 

an Eccleftaſtical Commiſſion (and that too contrary i 

to Law) was framed, to hinder them from Preach- 1 

ng. or Writing againſt Popery; and to ruin thoſe 1 

who would not be Frightned by Them. One Bi- g 

ſhop was Suſpended; ſeveral Others, with Their 6 

Archbiſhop , were ſent Priſoners to the Tower, 

A whole College was turned at once out of their 

Right, and Freehold. To Petition the King, was 

accounted a High Crime and Miſdemeanor ; and 

yet more to Repreſent to Him, tho” in the moſt 

ſubmiſſive manner, the Illegality of his Pro- 

ceedingy. 

Is this dangerous, and almoſt deſperate Eſtate, F 
a Neighbour Prince. and Nation, took pity on | 
Us. They brought us that Succour from abroad, | 
which We knew not where to look for at home. By 
this ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance We eſcaped rhe Ruin that 1 
was coming upon Us: How ſoon We may need the : 
like Aſſiſtance again to prevent the like Deſtru- 
tion, I cannot tell: But doubtleſs the Conſidera- 
tion of the Power, and Malice of our Enemies, —_ 
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of the Neceſlity We are under to Unite our Strength 
for our mutual Defence, ſhould engage Us all to 
enter into a Common League of Love, and Peace, 
and Unity, with One another: And make us read 
to help and aſſiſt each Other, in what Place, or by 
what Party ſocver, We ſhall ſee our Neligion in 
Danger; or Our ſelves perſecuted for our Neli gi— 
01's ſake. | 
Bor eipecially One would hope, that the Conſi- 
deration of what We of this Nation have both ſeen, 
and felt, ſhould inſpire Us with a Holy Zeal to 
Support and Detend our Own Church, the moſt ya- 
luable Concern of any in this World to Us. For 
this We All profeſs, and I am perſuaded that, a- 
midſt all our other Differences, We Every One of 
Us truly have, a particular Regard. O] then let 
Us for the fake of this Beloved Church, if for no- 
thing elſe, Beware, how we engage in any Meaſures, 
or give Encouragement to any Attempts, which 
may endanger her Peace, and Conſtitution ; much 
more which We are ſure will utterly Deſtroy it; 
As Popery, ſhould it ever return upon Us, of Ne- 
ceſſity mult do. | 
Add for the ſame Reaſon (Fiſthiy) and Laſtly, 
Let Us reſolve, as We are moſt bounden, firmly to 
adhere to, and conſtantly to ſupport (tho' with the 
Hazard of all that is dear to Us) the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, as it is ſettled by Law, in the Proteſtant 
Line; and upon that Royal Family, which, purſuant 
to that Settlement, is now, by the Bleſſing of God, 
in the Lauful, and Rightful, Poſſeſſion of it. | 

For Your Encouragement wherein, I ſhall neither 
ſay any thing in the juſt Praiſe of his ſacred Majeſty, 
nor repreſent to you theBleſling of that comfortable 
Proſpect which God has given Us, of a numerous 
Race 
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Race of Excellent Princes deſcending from Him; to Ii 
make our Poſterity as happy under Theirs, as We | 
our Selves are under his Own moſt Auſpicious Go- 9 
vernment. It may ſuffice to deſire you barely to re- N 
flect what muſt be the Conſequence of ſetting aſide 1 
this Succeſſion. For ſure no One who has known 
what it is to live under the mild, and gentle Conſti- 
tution of this Realm, both in Church and State, 
would be willing to become 'a Slave to Arbitrary 
Power in Both. Liberty and Property have not fo 
far loſt their Charms, that one would chuſe Servi- 
tude, and Poverty, before Them. Nor is Eccleſia- 
ſtical Tyranny ſo very amiable, as to make a Gene- 
rous Mind deſirous of Returning to it. And yet 
this is really the Caſe. Under the preſent Limita- | 
tion of the Crown, all is ſafe. We are a Free Peo- iþ 
ple: We know what our Laws preſcribe ; and that | 
by virtue of thoſe Laws, We can every one of Us 
call what We have our Own. We have a Prince 
endued with ſufficient Power to protect Us; but 
without any Legal Authority to injure, or deſtroy 
Us. We have a Church truly Chriſtian, Primitive, 
Apoſtolicat: That is neither defective in any thing 
neceſſary to our Salvation; nor teaches, or requires, 
any thing that is either Repugnant to it, or may be 
Deſtructive of it. But if once We depart from this 
Succeſſion , all is gone. Our Conſtitution, Our 
Church, Our Laws, and our Liberties, muſt all 
ſink with the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and give place 
to ſuch a Yoke as the Conqueror ſhall think fit to 
lay upon Us. | oof 5 WE. 
How far We were begun to be Oppreſſed in all F'/ Speech ro 8 
Theſe, by a Prince who had not only engaged His c,,,.;1 42 | 
Royal Word to protect Us in Every one of _ erde. 
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but had all the Obligations that it was poſſible for a 
Proteſtant People to lay upon a Popuſh King, to 
have kept that ord with Us, I have already thewn. 
What may We not then expect, or rather fear, from 
One who accounts Himſelf ſo highly provoked, as 
the preſent Pretender to the Throne; and who has 
been all his Life bred up in Principles utterly in- 
conſiſtent both with our Liberties, and our Religi- 
on. Men may deceive Themſelves, and endeavour 
to delude Others, as they will; but ſhould we ever 
be ſo unhappy as to make the Experiment, I doubt 
We ſhould Nad the Caſe would be with Us, as Re- 


hoboam heretofore declar'd to the Jeu it ſhould be 


with Them, under his Government, 1 Kings xii. 
V. 14. My Father made Tour Toke heavy, and I 
will add to Tour Toke : My Father alſo chaſtiſed 
Ton with Whips, but I will chaſtiſe Ton with 
Scorpions. | 1 
Bur, God forbid! that any ſuch fatal Judgment 


ſhould ever fall upon Us. God forbid! that it thould - | 


be in the Power of our Enemies thus to deſtroy 0, 
Ve, and Our King. On the contrary, I am per- 
{waded, that if to our hearty Prayers to God, We 
will bur add our Ouꝝ conſtant ſincere Endeavours 
to ſupport our Royal Sovereign, by fuch Methods as 
I have now propoſed ; We ſhall enable Him, thro” 
the Divine Aſſiſtance, -with Holy David, to Tri- 
umph over all his Enemies; and ſhall long enjoy the 
Bleſſings of Peace, under his wife, and juſt Govern- 
. | | 


Ap O] that We would all of Us take theſe Me- | 


thods, 'to demonſtrate the true Senſe We have of the 
Bleſſings which We do enjoy, of our Religion, and 
Liberties, under his Care and Protection! l 

18 | would 


c 


„ — - 


on the Day of his IxAuURATTON. 


27 


would Every One of Us uſe our utmoſt Diligence, 


in our ſeveral Places and Stations, to Eſtabliſh his 
Throne, to Strengthen his Hands, and to Dilappoinr, 
and Defeat the Deſigns of all ſuch as wiſh any Evil, 
either to his Perſon, or his Authority. | 


Ir is a noble Example, and ſcarce to be paralletq 


in any part of our Hiſtory, which our preſent Par- 
liament has {et us, of an affectionate Zeal and Loy- 
alry to the Beſt of Kings. Our By/hops, and Cler- 
gy, in Convocation, have chearfully follow'd their 
Example. And I am perſwaded, there is no true 
Britain who would not readily joyn with Them in 
the ſame dutiful Reſolutions, and Reſentments; and 
purſue, with the utmoſt Indignation, the wicked At- 
tempts of Thoſe who would at once both Deſtroy 
our King, Subyert our Church, and Enſlave the 
Kingdom. | 

May the God of Heaven Crown all our Endea- 
yours for his Majeſty's Service, with a Succeſs equal 
to his Own Deſires, and to our Needs | 


May He be Bleſſed with a Wiſe, and Steddy | 


Council; with Faithful and Valiant Commanders ; 
with a Victorious Fleet, and Army; with a Reli- 
gious, Learned, and Prudent Clergy ; with a Quiet, 
Peaceable, and Obedient, People { | 

Mary his _—_ be profperous, and his Days ma- 
ny! May no Deſigns formed againſt Him proſper ! 
May He become the 7% of his Friends; the Ter- 
ror of his Enemies; the Support of his Allies; the 
Defender of our Church, and Realm ; the Delight 
of Mankind! 

May He perfect that Glorious Deliverauce, 


which God, by his Royal Predeceſſor, ſo long 


fince began for Us! And when ir ſhall pleaſe the 


ſame 
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en enero es 


ſame God, who ſet this Crown 'of Gold upon his 
Head, to remove him from it, may He Exchange 
it for a more Bleſſed, and Eternal Crown-of Gh. 


7y, in his Heavenly Kingdom; thro' eſis Chriſt 
our Lord: 


To Whom with the Father, and the Holy Spi- 
rit; be Honour, and Glory, and Power, 


and Praiſe, and Thankſzruving , for ever 


aud ever. Amen. 
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